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Some Further Suggestions  

Plant evergreen trees to serve as windbreaks on the west or north 
side of the house, approximately 50 feet (15 meters) or more from 
the house. 

Plant deciduous trees (those that drop their leaves in the fall) on the 
south and /or west side of the house to cool in the summer and al-
low sun to enter the house in the winter. 

Right Tree—Right Place 

Planning before planting can help ensure that the right tree is 
planted in the right place.  Proper tree selection and placement en-
hance you property value and prevent costly maintenance trimming 
and damage to your home.  For further information on planting and 
helpful tips on tree selection, refer to ISA’s brochures on tree selec-
tion and new tree planting.  If you have any more questions, please 
contact your local ISA Certified Arborist or tree care professional, 
utility company, local nursery, or county extension office. 

 

TREES UNDER UTILITY LINE—KEEP UNDER 25’ 

Botanical Name             
Acer ginnala 
Acer palmatum 
Amelanchier 
Cercis Canadensis 
Crataegus viridis 
Malus 

  

Common Names 
Amur Maple 
Japanese Maple 
Serviceberry 
Eastern Redbud 
Hawthorn Winter King 
Most Flowering Crabapples 

TREES FOR SHADY AREAS 
Cercis Canadensis 
Prunus viriniana 
Amelanchier 
Acer pensylvanicum 
Cornus Florida 
Halesia Carolina 

Eastern Redbud 
Canada Red Select Cherry 
Serviceberry 
Striped Maple 
White Flowering Dogwood 
Carolina Silverbell 

TREES FOR DRY AREAS 
Picea omorike 
Picea densata 
Celtis occidentalis 
Carpinus frans fontaine 
 
Acer rubrum 
Acer sacchurum 

Serbian Spruce 
Black Hills Spruce 
Common Hackberry 
Franz Fontaine European- 
Hornberry 
Red Maple 
Sugar Maple 

TREES FOR WET AREAS 
Betula 
Quercus bicolor 
Quercus palustris 
Taxodium distichum 
Metasaquoia glyptostoboides 
Salix 
Liquidambar styraciflua 
 
 

Most Birch 
Swamp White Oak 
Pin Oak 
Common Bald Cypress 
Dawn Redwood                               
Most Willows 
Sweetgum 
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A L L  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W  



 
The Cel ina  Parks  and Recreat ion 
Department  would l ike to encourage 
everyone to plant a tree on your property and 
enjoy the benef its  for years to come.  

Did you know: 
1 . Studies by the American Forest Association 
have shown that  homes and businesses  that  
retain trees save 20-25% in their  energy b i l l s  
for hearting and cooling compared to homes 
and business where trees are cleared. 

2 . A single mature tree can provide cooling 
energy equivalent to 5 average room air  
condit ioning units  running for 20 hours a  day .  

3 . Studies show that one rural  tree can 
intercept up to 50 pounds of  part iculates  
every year. 

4 . Trees can s ignif icantly reduce cooling costs.   
Chicago wil l  save 5-10% in electr ic  costs  due 
to its expanded tree canopy.  

5 . Trees can s ignif icantly reduce cool ing cost.  
Milwaukee saved $25.00 per household 
($655,00. total) in cooling cost in one year  
through its  urban forestry program. 
 

T H I N G S  T O  C O N S I D E R  B E F O R E  Y O U  P L A N T : 

B E  S A F E… … . .  C a l l  2  d a y s  b e f o r e  y o u  d i g 

1 - 800 -362 -2 7 6 4 

          - Don ’ t  assume you know where  a l l   

                    u nderground uti l i t ies  are .  

          - Don ’ t  p lant  in  smal l  t ree  lawns . 

          - Watch  for  overhead  ut i l i ty  l ines . 

          - K n o w  h o w  b i g  t h e  t r e e  y o u  w a n t to 

                    p lant  wi l l  get  a t  matur i ty . 

          - Watch  that  the  t ree  wi l l  not   

                    obstruct  v is ibi l i ty  o f  traf f ic  

1. Dig a  shal low,  broad planting hole .   Make the hole 
wide,  as  much as  three t imes the diameter of  the root  bal l  
but  on ly  a s  deep  a s  the  root  ba l l .   I t  i s  important  to  make  the  
hole  wide because the roots  on the newly establ i shing tree 
must  push  through surrounding so i l  in  order  to  establ i sh.   On 
most  plant ing s i tes  in  new developments,  the exist ing soi l s  
have  been  compacted  and  are  unsu i tab le  for  hea l thy root  
growth.   Breaking up the soi l  in  a  large area  around the tree 
provides  the newly emerging roots  room to expand into 
loose  soi l  to  hasten establ i shment.  

2. Identi fy  the  trunk f lare .   The trunk f lare  i s  where the 
roots  spread at  the base of  the tree.   This  point  should be 
part ia l ly  v is ib le  a f ter  the tree has  been planted (see di a-
gram).   I f  the  trunk f lare  i s  not  part ia l ly  v i s ib le,  you may 
have  to  remove some so i l  f rom the  top  of  the  root  ba l l .   F ind  
i t  so  you  can  de termine  how deep  the  ho le  needs  to  be  for  
proper  p lant ing. 

3. Remove tree  container  for  containerized trees .   
Carefu l ly  cut t ing  down the  s ides  o f  the  conta iner  may make 
th i s  eas ier .   Inspect  the  root  ba l l  for  c i rc l ing  roots  and  cut  or  
remove them.  Expose the trunk f lare,  i f  necessary .  

4. P l a c e  t h e  t r e e  a t  t h e  p r o p e r  h e i g h t .   Before placing the 
tree  in  the  hole,  check  to  see  that  the  hole  has  been dug to  
the  proper  depth  and  no  more.   The  ma jor i ty  o f  t he  roo t s  on  
the newly planted tree wi l l  develop in  the to  12 inches  of  
so i l .   I f  the  t ree  i s  p l anted  too  deep ly ,  new roots  wi l l  have  
d i f f icul ty  developing because  of  a  l ack  of  oxygen.   I t  i s  bet ter  
to  p lant  the  t ree  a  l i t t le  h igh,  2  to  3  inches  above  the  ba se  o f  
the trunk f lare,  than to plant  i t  a t  or  below the or ig inal  
g rowing  leve l .   Th i s  p l ant ing  leve l  wi l l  a l low for  some set-
t l ing  (see  d iagram).   To avoid damage when sett ing the  tree  
in  the  ho le ,  a lways  l i f t  the  t ree  by  the  root  ba l l  and  never  by  
the trunk.             

5.    S t r a i g h t e n  t h e  t r e e  i n  t h e  h o l e .  Before  you begin  back -
f i l l ing,    have  someone v iew the  tree  f rom severa l  d irect ions  
to  conf i rm that  the  tree  i s  s t ra ight .   Once you beg in  backf i l l -
ing,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  repos i t ion  the  t ree  

6.    Fi l l  the  hole  gent ly  but  f i rmly .  Fil l  the hole about one-  
th ird  fu l l  and gent l y  but  f i rmly  pack  the  so i l  a round  the  base  
o f  the  root  ba l l .   Then,  i f  the  root  ba l l  i s  wrapped,  cut  and 
remove any fabr ic,  p las t ic,  s tr ing,  and wire from around the 

carefu l  not  to  damage the  trunk or  roots  in  the  proc -
ess.   F i l l  the remainder of  the hole,  taking care to 
f i rmly pack soi l  to  e l iminate  a ir  pockets  that  may 
cause  roots  to  dry out.   To avo id  th i s  problem,  add the  
so i l  a  few inches  a t  a  t ime and set t le  with  water.   Con-
t inue  th i s  process  unt i l  the  hole  i s  f i l l ed  and  the  t ree  i s  
f i rmly  p lanted.   I t  i s  not  recommended to  apply  fer t i l -
i zer  a t  th i s  t ime  or  p lant ing. 

7. S t a k e  t h e  t r e e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y .   I f  the  tree  i s  grown and 
dug  proper ly  a t  the  nursery,  s t ak ing  for  support  wi l l  not  be  
necessary  in  most  home landscape s i tuat ions.   Studies  have  
shown that  trees  establ i sh  more quickly and develop 
s tronger  trunk and root  sys tems i f  they  are  not  s taked a t  
the  t ime of  p lant ing.   However,  protect ive  s tak ing  may be  
required on s i tes  where  lawn mower damage,  vanda l i sm,  or  
windy condi t ions  are  concerns.   I f  s tak ing  i s  necessary  for  
support ,  there  are  three  methods  to  choose  among:   s t ak -
ing,  guying,  and bal l  s tabi l iz ing.   One of  the most  common 
methods  i s  s tak ing.   With  th i s  method,  two s takes  used  in  
conjunct ion with a  wide,  f lexible  t ie  mater ia l  on the lower  
ha l f  o f  the  t ree  wi l l  ho ld  the  t ree  upr ight ,  prov ided  f lex i -
b i li ty,  and minimize in jury to the trunk (see diagram).  Re-
move support  s taking and t ies  a f ter  the f i rs t  year  of  
growth.  

8. M u l c h  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  t r e e .   Mulch is simply organic 
ma t te r  app l i ed  to  the  a rea  a t  t he  ba se  o f  t he  t r ee .   I t  a c t s  
as  a  blanket  to hold moisture,  i t  moderates  soi l  temper a-
ture extremes,  and i t  reduces competit ion from grass  and 
weeds.   Some good choices  are  leaf   l i t ter,  p ine s traw, 
shredded bark,  peat  moss ,  or  composted  wood ch ips .   A  2  
to  4  inch  layer  i s  idea l .   More  than  4  inches  may cause  a  
problem with  oxygen and moisture levels.   When plac ing 
mulch,  be  sure  tha t  the  ac tua l  t runk  o f  the  t ree  i s  not  
covered.   Doing  so  may cause  decay  o f  the  l iv ing bark at  
the base of  the tree.   A mulch-f ree  area,  1-2  inches  wide  
a t  the  base  o f  the  t ree ,  i s  su f f i c ient  to  avo id  moi s t  bark  
condit ions  and prevent  decay.  

9. Provide  fol low-up care.   Keep  the  so i l  mo i s t  bu t  not  
soaked:  overwater ing causes  leaves  to  turn yel low or  fa l l  
of f.  Watering trees at  least  once a  week ,   barr ing  ra in,  
and more  f requent ly  dur ing  hot  weather.   When the  so i l  
i s  dry  be low the  sur face  of  the  mulch,  i t  i s  t ime to  wat er .   
Cont inue  unt i l  mid-fa l l ,  t aper ing  o f f  for  lower  temper a-
tures  that  require  less-f requent  water ing.   

   Other  fo l low-up care  may inc lude  minor  pruning  of  
branches  damaged during the plant ing process.   Prune spar -
ingly immediately  a f ter  plant ing and wait   to  begin neces-
sary  correct ive  prun ing  unt i l  a f ter  a  fu l l  season  o f  growth  in  
the new locat ion.  

   A f ter  you  have  completed  the  above  n ine  s imple  s teps ,  
further  rout ine care and favorable  weather  condit ions  wi l l  
ensure  that  your  new t ree  or  shrub  wi l l  g row and  thr ive .   A  
valuable  asset  to any landscape,  trees  provide a  long-last ing 
source of  beauty and enjoyment  for  people  of  a l l  ages.   

   When quest ions ar ise  about the care of  your tree,  be sure 
to  consu l t  your  loca l  I SA Cert i f i ed  Arbor i s t  or  a  t ree  care  

 


